Congress of the United States

Washington, DC 20515

April 14, 2026

The Honorable Mike Johnson The Honorable Hakeem Jeffries
Speaker of the House Minority Leader

United States House of Representatives United States House of Representatives
United States Capitol United States Capitol

Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable John Thune The Honorable Charles E. Schumer
Majority Leader Minority Leader

United States Senate United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Speaker Johnson, Leader Thune, Leader Schumer, and Leader Jeffties:

With the upcoming reauthorization of Section 702 of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (“FISA”), we
write to express our strong belief that this authority ought to include meaningful Fourth Amendment protections
for Americans in its renewal package. These can and should include closing the data broker loophole and
requiring a judicial warrant before the government can access Americans’ sensitive information.

The Trump Administration has demonstrated an unparalleled appetite for collecting and exploiting Americans'

personal data. The Administration has built profiles on American citizens,' demanded that artificial intelligence
(AT) companies assist in mass domestic surveillance,” and paid hundreds of millions of dollars to build a mega-
database of Americans' personal data.’ Without independent guardrails on Section 702, this Administration has
repeatedly shown that it cannot be trusted to police its own use of this sweeping surveillance authority.

The threat is not hypothetical — agencies are already exploiting gaps in our outdated privacy laws. The Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI),* the Department of Homeland Security (DHS),’ the Department of Defense
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(DoD),° and even the Internal Revenue Service (IRS)” have purchased Fourth Amendment-protected location
data from commercial data brokers without a warrant or court order. The National Security Agency (NSA)®
purchases Americans' internet metadata. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)® has bought access to
hundreds of millions of people's mobile location records. Recently, we have witnessed the Pentagon
aggressively pushing for mass surveillance tactics, including through AL'® The truth is that companies barred
from selling data directly to the government simply sell it to a data broker first, thereby circumventing
protections for constitutionally protected information through a middleman. Congress must close this loophole.

Communities across our districts — Black, Latino, and Asian Americans, immigrant communities, religious
minorities, activists, and political dissenters — have historically borne the brunt of surveillance abuses. The
convergence of warrantless data purchases with Al technology threatens all Americans, regardless of
background or political affiliation."’ There is broad bipartisan, bicameral consensus that our laws must be
modernized to meet this moment.

We strongly believe that Congress must reform Section 702 of FISA and protect Americans’ Fourth
Amendment rights with key provisions, which should include:

e Closing the Data Broker Loophole. Prohibit the government from purchasing Americans’ location
data and other sensitive personal information from commercial data brokers and require a judicial
warrant before the government accesses Americans’ sensitive information.

e Ending the Section 702 Backdoor Search Loophole. Stop the government from using foreign
surveillance programs, like Section 702, as a backdoor for warrantless domestic surveillance, like
searching Americans’ communications through Section 702 data without a warrant.

e Repealing the Section 702 “Visa Vetting” Provision. Repeal this provision, which permits completely
suspicionless searches of Section 702 data for communications of all immigrants entering the country,
including long-standing residents returning from work or travel abroad.

There is strong bipartisan precedent for action. Last Congress, a bipartisan House majority passed the Fourth
Amendment Is Not For Sale Act, which would have closed the data broker loophole. In 2023, the House also
amended the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) to close the data broker loophole without opposition.
The stakes have only grown since then. This administration is now actively working to fuel Al surveillance
systems with our constituents’ personal information — purchased from data brokers, without any independent
judicial check. Congress cannot hand this administration, or any administration, a blank check for warrantless
surveillance.
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We look forward to working collaboratively with you, committees of jurisdiction leadership and staff, and
external stakeholders on a FISA package that protects our national security while preserving the Fourth
Amendment rights of every person in the United States.
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Maxine Dexter
Member of Congress
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